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praise in each and all of these departments of literature can have few 
equals, and no superior. In none of them does Dr. Gilman fall below 
mediocrity ; in some of them he holds a foremost rank among Ameri- 
can writers. As a metaphysician, he manifests an acuteness, subtilty, 
vigor, and compass of thought, which show that, had he made the philos- 
ophy of mind his specialty, he might easily have given his name to a 
school, and left his mark upon the age. At the other extremity of the 
scale, as a humorist, he displays at least equal power. His " Memoirs 
of a New England Village Choir " has rarely been surpassed in vivid 
sketching, and portrays a department of rural life, which in the last gen- 
eration seemed the depository of all that was weak, pretentious, whim- 
sical, and grotesque among village swains and maidens. His memoir 
of " Rev. Stephen Peabody and Lady " blends humor and pathos, fact 
and fancy, faithful outline drawing and rich poetic coloring, in such 
equal and rare proportions, as have rendered it, in the esteem of not a 
few, and those no mean judges, a master-work of its kind. His poems 
are most of them of the sort " made to order," elicited by special occa- 
sions ; and while they may fall short of the highest merit, they ful- 
filled their respective missions with appropriateness, dignity, and grace. 
The entire volume is a pleasing and grateful memorial of one who had 
left a cherished name in his birth-region, and has prepared for himself 
a still dearer and more precious record in the city of his adoption, by 
assiduous pastoral fidelity, eminent civic virtue, commanding intellect- 
ual and literary influence, and the most loving care for the temporal 
and spiritual welfare of the depressed and enslaved. 
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We have on a former occasion expressed our high sense of Dr. Tur- 
ner's ability, learning, and critical sagacity. He combines the two de- 
siderata of independent thought and profound religious reverence, of 
which the former is just beginning to betray itself in the Biblical schol- 
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arship of the English Church, while the absence of the latter renders a 
large part of the critical erudition of Germany worse than nugatory. 
The subjects of the books above named are beyond the due scope of a 
literary journal, and we shall therefore enter into no analysis of their 
contents, or of the opinions embodied and defended in them. In the 
first, Dr. Turner adopts virtually the old theory of " a double sense " of 
prophecy; but substitutes for the crude and self-refuting formulas in 
which it has been commonly set forth, a statement which satisfies faith 
and reason equally. The prophetical visions were made up for the 
most part of symbols. But a symbol is not necessarily confined to one 
interpretation ; nor need it mean the same thing everywhere and always. 
On the other hand, symbolical representations are in their very nature 
variable in their meaning, and capable of progressive development. 
Thus, if symbols were divinely chosen for the purpose of revelation, it 
is conceivable that a choice may have been made of such as would with 
the progress of thought necessarily bear in later ages a fuller and deeper 
significance than they had in the minds to which they were originally 
presented. This, in brief, is the ground maintained by Dr. Turner/and 
on this rests a system of prophetical interpretation, adapted, as we think, 
equally to repel the shock of outside scepticism and to fortify the believ- 
ing mind against involuntary doubt. 

The work on the Epistle to the Ephesians contains an introduction, 
in which the general questions connected with that writing — particu- 
larly its original destination, whether to the Ephesians or to the 
churches of Asia Minor collectively — are learnedly and candidly dis- 
cussed ; an analysis which brings out with great clearness and beauty 
the Apostle's train of thought ; and a commentary so thorough as to 
leave unused no materials that could possibly serve the purpose of elu- 
cidating the text. The author shows a familiar conversance with all 
collateral and auxiliary sources of illustration ; judicial exactness and 
impartiality in the weighing of arguments ; and a mind so profoundly 
imbued with St. Paul's style of thought and modes of feeling, that he 
seems not infrequently to apprehend the Apostle's meaning by the sym- 
pathy of his own spiritual nature, though in such cases he always veri- 
fies his intuition by reasoning. He has not given a new translation of 
the Epistle, but by freely departing in his English text, whenever he 
sees good cause, from the divisions and the punctuation of the standard 
text, he often attaches a new significance to the words of the common 
version. 



